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loss occurs. Such value may be based
upon the replacement cost at the place
where claimant resides when award is
made, subject to appropriate deprecia-
tion to reflect the age and condition of
the item at the time of loss and to re-
duction for salvage value, if any. Prop-
erty is considered ‘‘destroyed’’, for pur-
poses of this section, if the cost of re-
pairs would exceed the value of the
property immediately prior to the inci-
dent out of which the claim arose.

(b) Damaged property. Normally the
amount allowable for damaged prop-
erty will be the cost of repairs, unless
it is determined to be in the best inter-
ests of the Government to authorize a
higher award.

(c) Special limitations. There is re-
served to the Chief, Claims Branch,
subject to the supervision of the Chief
Accountant, the authority to fix the
maximum amount payable for specific
classes of articles, to establish limita-
tions on the maximum quantity of an
item for which payment will be al-
lowed, and, when appropriate, to re-
quire that repairs be made by the Gov-
ernment.

[42 FR 17875, Apr. 4, 1977]

§ 7.9 Claims procedure.

The claimant must submit his claim
in writing on a prescribed form cov-
ering employees claims for loss of or
damage to personal property.

The form should be sent to the Panama
Canal Commission, Chief, Claims
Branch, Office of Financial Manage-
ment, Unit 2300, APO AA 34011–2300 (or
Balboa, Republic of Panama).

[44 FR 75308, Dec. 19, 1979, as amended at 59
FR 26122, May 19, 1994]

§ 7.10 Supporting papers.

In addition to the information pro-
vided on the claim form, the claimant
may be required to furnish the fol-
lowing:

(a) Detailed estimates of the value of
the property immediately before the
incident out of which the claim arose
and detailed estimates of the repair
costs.

(b) With respect to claims involving
thefts or losses in quarters or other
places where the property was reason-
ably kept:

(1) A statement as to location of
place where the theft or loss occurred;

(2) A statement as to what security
precautions were taken to protect the
property involved; and

(3) An explanation of the facts and
circumstances surrounding the loss or
theft.

(c) With respect to claims involving
property being used for the benefit of
the Government, a statement by the
employee’s supervisor evidencing that
the claimant was required to provide
such property or that his providing it
was in the interest of the Government.

(d) As respects a claim filed by an
agent or survivor, a power of attorney
or other satisfactory evidence of au-
thority to file.

[31 FR 12406, Sept. 17, 1966, as amended at 42
FR 17875, Apr. 4, 1977]

§ 7.11 Settlement.

Upon receipt of a claim under the
regulations in this part, the Chief,
Claims Branch, subject to the super-
vision of the Chief Accountant, shall
make a determination with respect to
its merits and, if allowable, authorize
payment. If the claim is disallowed in
whole or in part, the claimant shall be
advised in writing as to the reason for
the disallowance. The settlement de-
termination by the Chief, Claims
Branch, is final and conclusive.

[42 FR 17875, Apr. 4, 1977]

§ 7.12 Agents’ or attorneys’ fees.

As provided by the Act, fees payable
to any agent or attorney in connection
with services rendered in connection
with a claim hereunder shall not ex-
ceed 10 per centum of the amount paid
in settlement of such claim. Any per-
son violating the provisions of the Act,
as therein provided, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon con-
viction thereof is liable to a fine of up
to $1,000.
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